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Criminal Justice Settings Evaluation
Evaluation of criminal justice systems and settings is a necessary process that enhances the development of policies that upholds effectiveness in the justice process. The policymakers and stakeholders should have data concerning the effectiveness of the justice system's settings. Evaluating the criminal justice system ensures that the decisions made improve the parameters justice system (Mertens& Wilson, 2018). The decisions made in the justice system affect individuals, groups, and the community. Therefore, an effective strategy for evaluating the settings is significant.
Needs assessment evaluation offers a convenient way of evaluating criminal justice settings. All the programs that are developed in the criminal justice settings aim at enhancing positive changes. For an evaluation system to be effective, it must fit into the needs of the society and the policymakers. The justice system aims to ensure that the social experience positive changes. When the needs assessment is done, the government realizes the needs of the society that are not met (Vito & Higgins, 2015). The use of organizations such as social service agencies, prisons, religious organizations, and schools helps the government to realize the niche in the society that needs to be filled. However, a clear definition of needs in a community should be developed to ensure that the evaluation of the settings is done effectively. The evaluators work with staff and planners to ensure that the needs are assessed correctly. When the correct definition and stakeholders are involved, an assessment of needs is successful. More so, the requirements do not require to be addressed for everyone to be aware of the deficit. People may be unaware of their needs or deny them; however, the evaluation will still be active.
Also, the sources of data for needs assessment evaluation are convenient for the evaluators. The data may be acquired from the media. In the current age, social media platforms such as televisions provide data that shows the problems faced by different groups in society. Therefore, the evaluators do not need to go to the field to access the data. The data from available media sources are available to help the justice system to evaluate the settings (Mertens& Wilson, 2018). The qualitative and quantitative data shows the impact of economic and social factors on the criminal justice settings and their effects on various programs. The evaluation uses research methods such as surveys, which is straightforward in the collection of data. The data collected provides opinions from people about criminal justice settings and the changes that need to be implemented. Through the use of technology, surveys can be carried out using social media to ensure that the evaluators do not need to meet the participants. Therefore, needs assessment evaluation is a convenient way of evaluating criminal justice system settings.
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